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Sir, 


Bombay, 15th March i860. 


I have the honour to forward the appended letter front the Superintendent, 
Poona and N4sik Survey, proposing revised rates of assessment for 21 Dangi or 
hill villages and 1 Desk or plain village of the Dindori Taluka of the Nasik 
Collectorate. The Desh village and one of the Dangi villages are Infkn; into 
these two villages the survey settlement is now to be introduced for the first 
time. 

2. These villages were originally surveyed and settled by,the Assistant Col¬ 
lector Mr. Fraser Tytler in 1845-46. But then only the garden rice and kali or 
superior dry-crop lands were surveyed or assessed. The anil or inferior dry- 
crop lands were not surveyed till 1860. 

_ 3. Twenty-two of the villages in this tdluka had their original settlement 
revised a few years ago under the sanction conveyed by Government Resolution 
No. 1848 of the 23rd March 1876. The same mode of revison survey as was 
reported on and sanctioned with reference to those villages has been continued 
and applied to these villages. 

4. A change has, however, been made iu the subdivision of lands into survey 
numbers referred to,‘though not very intelligibly, in the 7th para, of the Superintend* 
ent’s report. The survey numbers of the villages previously settled were made 
of considerable-area including the lands of many independent occupants ; these 
separate occupancies were separately measured, classed and assessed, but not 
separately demarcated by boundary marks. Plots or strips of rice land in 
villages separated by some distance from one another by intervening mdl or high- 
lying land were commonly included iu one and the same survey number or field. 
If one of these plots of rice was resigned it was hard to enforce the rule that 
auother occupant iu the same number must take it up or resign his own occupancy, 
and consequently it was found that the Collector had allowed this most necessary 
rule, obviating the existence of occupied, and unoccupied land in one and the same 
survey number, to be dispensed with. The making smaller survey numbers and 

Commissioner, Central Divi- demarcating all separate occupancies by boundary 
sion’s No. R.-231 of 30th marks kas v With your concurrence, been directed in 
January 1879. . remedy of this difficulty. This measure has nothing 

whatever to do with “ keeping the holdings as small as possible” as stated by 
the Superintendent in his 7th para., but is merely to prevent a ryot being forced 
to take land which he does not want and with which his own has no connexion, 
or for Government to submit to the alternative evil of allowing part of a survey 
field to be unocoupied waste. 

5. These villages are all situated on or in'the vicinity of the Ghats, as will 
be seen by the appended map; the most eastern villages are about twelve miles 
from the Gh4ts. All have a good aud certain rainfall, and those nearest the 
Ghats, as usual, an excessive one. 

6. The 20 Government villages comprise 97’5 square miles, and have a 
population now of.7,614 souls or 78T to the square mile. In such tracts the 
population is never dense in consequence of the nature of the climate and the 
large proportion of hill and other unproductive laud 
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7. The comparative statistics for the 20 Government villages for 1845-46 
and the present time are given at para. 21 of the Superintendent’s letter. In 
all respects a marked improvement in condition appears. The population has 
increased 66'6 per cent. The better class of houses, the tiled, have more than 
doubled in number. Cattle show a small increase in numbers; in such Ghat 
districts the increase is not likely to be much in the form of quality. Carts 
have increased 87 per cent. Sheep and horses both show a small increase con¬ 
trary to what w r e usually find, but this is clearly owing to the abundance of 
grazing land and the nature of the country not admitting of cart carriage as a 
means of travelling in substitution for horseback. 

8. The returns of sale, lease, and mortgage recorded are very few in num¬ 
ber, but so far as they go they show that land has acquired a considerable value. 

9. The statement at para. 26 professes to show the present and past extent 
of irrigated land. It is, however, absolutely unintelligible in itself. The larger 
areas are placed opposite the year 1845-46 which, from the remark in column 11, 
is evidently an error. The meaning of the figures is evidently intended to be that 
there was in the 20 Government villages an area of acres 35-10 of pdtasthal or 
channel irrigation according to the old survey accounts, and that there are now 
acres 72-27 under pjfts and acres 5-11 under wells, a total of acres 148-32, or a 
total increase of irrigated area of acres 313-22. 

10. From the return of the proportion of the different crops grown, n&gli 
or ndchni appears to be the pz-edominant cultivation, as might be expected in 
villages so near the Ghdts, and comprises f of the whole cultivated area. There 
is 4 per cent, of the area under wheat, and barely 1 per cent, under rice. There 
is a small quantity of jowdri, tdr, kardi or safflower, and other better dry- 
crops, but these must be met with only in the eastern villages as suoh cultivation 
is not met with on the Ghdts. 

11. In para. 30 it is noticed that with very small exception, less than one 
per cent., the land is actually cultivated by the person who holds it under Gov¬ 
ernment. This will be generally found to occur in Ghdt districts where land is 
not much sought after as an investment by the cultivating classes. 

12. Para. 32 alludes to the large increase in the area of kdli land; in the 
new classification kdli and mdl are merely two descriptions of dry-crop land, and 
in the former classification, which was undoubtedly rough, a good deal of the 
better class of land or kdli was included in the mdl. This has now been rectified. 

13. Para. 33 refers to the increase of prices since the first settlement in 
1845-46 The prices of the last three years are entirely abnormal from the 
famine. * The averages from 1865-66 to 1874-75 may be taken as near what 
may be considered'to be fair average prices. It is plain that there is an 
increase here as generally over the country of full 100 per cent, and more over 
the prices of thirty years ago. 

14. The statement at para. 34 is intended to give the past revenue history, 
but a mistake is made in including under the one head of “ occupied ” both Gov¬ 
ernment and Inara lands. The latter, from an examination of Statement C. 
appended to the Superintendent’s report, appear to have been recorded at acres 
3 394 in the first year of the settlement and at acres 3,779 in the last year, 
1878-79. In considering the increase of the occupied area, the Government land 
alone should be referred to. In this case, excluding lodm land. Appendix C. 
shows that the occupied area of Government land alone stands as follows, taking 
1860 the year in which the mdl land was surveyed, and therefore the first year ox 
approximately correct areas: 


Year. 

Occupied Area. 

Acres. 

Collection. 

Rs. 

1860-61 

22,492 

25,999 

9,906 

1865-66 

11,367 

1870-71 

32,467 

13,939 

1874-75 

24,368 

10,245 

1878-79 

31,544 

13,139 
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15. Between the above years there are considerable fluctuations in the 
occupied area and collections, the highest amount under each head being, in 
1869*70, acres 33,196, collected Rs. 14,155. In Ghdt districts these fluctuations 
usually occur, and arise from the resigning poor land for the purpose of allowing 
it a period of fallow, and this will occur to the greatest extent when prices run 
low. In this case in 1874-75, a year of very low prices, the occupied area and 
collections as shown above were of the lowest amounts which occurred after 
1864-65. 


16. Remissions occurred in but a few years since 1859-60, and were then of 
an utterly insignificant amount, never attaining to Rs. 20 in any year. From 
the commencement of the settlement till 1872-73, there appear to have been no 
outstandings at the end of the year. After 1872-73 a small sum appears in every 
year but the last, the reason for which is not stated or to be inferred, as till 1876 
the seasons were sufficiently favourable; and though in and after 1876 the famine 
time came on, yet in the vicinity of the Ghfits there were everywhere crops more 
or less good, and the very high prices prevalent were all in favour of the produce. 

17. In para. 35 the Superintendent shows that the total number of notices 
issued in default of punctual payment of revenue were in these villages 184 in the 
three years commencing with 1876-77, the numbers being heavy in the first and 
last years and small in the intermediate year. The average number is large for 
so small a number of villages, but the people of Gh£t tracts are many of rather 
unsettled habits and rarely have their Kulkarni resident in the village—condi¬ 
tions not very favourable to punctual realizations of revenue. 

18. A great improvement has taken place in the communications of this 
part of the country during the last 30 years. The G. I. P. Railway passes 
through the Colloctorate some 12 miles to the south-east of the nearest villages 
of the tract containing these villages. One made road communicating with the 
country below the Ghdts passes through the marginal villages on the east and 
north, and another at a short distance from the southern villages. 

19. In the 38th para, the Superintendent refers to the past and proposed 
assessment of rice lands which are divided according to the old form of classifica¬ 
tion, which has been adhered to, into six classes; the old maximum rate is Rs. 3 
and that proposed Rs. 4-8-0 with the same proportional increase on all the lower 
classes. On the old rice the proposed rate will give, it is stated, an increase of 
Rs. 615 or 58'6 percent. The total area of this old rice land I cannot discover 
to be stated, but it must be but small; the rice land is stated in Statistical Table 
HI. appended to the Superintendent’s letter to be under one per cent. (0 - 9 
precisely) of the whole occupied area, and therefore probably is about 300 acres 
in extent. The “ new ” rice or that made since the first settlement, amounting 
to acres 105, is assessed as simple dry-crop land. In most cases it is probable 
that new and old rice land occur in the same field, and in such cases the average 
assessment of the two together will exceed the old in a much smaller degree than 
that above shown. The- average assessment of the new rice land is stated to be 
Rs. 1-12-10, undoubtedly a most moderate rate on the average for such land. 

20. In paras. 39 and 42 the old and proposed rates for dry-croplands, khli 
or black and mdl or hilly land, are shown. It is quite superfluous making a 
separate case of each of these kind of lands, the separation of which is a matter 
of classification. The maximum rate at the first settlement proposed for dry- 
crop land was Rs. 1-2-0; the Superintendent proposes to increase this to Rs. 1-6-0, 
and to impose this maximum rate uniformly on all the villages. This I do not think 
is correct; villages on and close to the Ghits are always placed in a situation of infe¬ 
riority for dry-crop cultivation compared with villages farther inland, and in every 
case, and I have assessed some three hundred miles of Ghdt margin country, a lower 
dry crop rate has been imposed on and near the edge of the Ghdts than a few 
miles inland. The villages immediately to the east of those under report were 
assessed on a maximum dry-crop rate of Rs. 1-6-0 in revision settlement in 1874. 
Therefore a higher maximum rate than Rs. 1-6-0 cannot in justice be imposed on 
the adjacent villages of those now under report, and a lower maximum rate must 
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also be in justice applied to those situated farthest to the west and nearest to 
the Gh4ts. 


21. I propose, therefore, instead of the proposed maximum dry-crop rate of 
Rs. 1-6-0, to adopt a dry-crop maximum rate of Rs. 1-2-0 for the undermentioned 
Tillages:— 


1. Dhondegaon. 

2. Sadgaon. 

8. Ladchi. 


4. Dabargaon. 

5. Naik Wari. 
0. Wilwandi. 


7. Kachargaon. 

8. Pimpruj, 

9. Pophalwara. 


all of which Tillages are on or near the edge of the Ghdts as will bo seen from 
the map. The Tillage of Ambegaon at the extreme north is excluded from this 
reduction, as it is on a high road of considerable traffic which gives great advan¬ 
tage as regards the ready sale of all minor produce and also as regards a supply 
of manure from the cattle halting at the top of the Ghat. The reduction here 
proposed will run through all the dry-crop land whether k&li or mill. 

22. For the pdtasthal garden lands or those watered by channels from 
r. Ana • . A ,, , streams, the former rate varied from Rs. 8 per acre 

to Rs. 3. it is proposed to retain the same maximum, 
the application of which on the present supply of water will give an average rate 
of Rs. 3-14«9 per acre. The total area of land under this kind of irrigation is 
not stated in the Superintendent’s letter, but I gather from the appendices that it 
now amounts to but acres 59. 


23. The rates as proposed by the Superintendent give an increase of 
revenue of from Rs. 13,139 to Rs. 17,609, or a net increase of Rs. 4,530, equal to 
345 per cent. The modification above proposed in the dry-crop rates of nine 
villages will reduce the above estimated increase by about Rs. 1,050, bring down 
the total increase of revenue to Rs. 3,480, and reduce the percentage increase on 
the whole twenty villages to 26 per cent., regarding the propriety and moderation 
of which amount of increase there can be no doubt. 

24. In paras 54 to 59 rates of assessment are proposed for an Insim village, 
Shewnai, now coming under the survey settlement for the first time. Rates are 
proposed for this village assimilating on the average to those already imposed in 
adjacent Government villages, namely maximum rates of Rs. 1-12-0 on dry-crop 
and Rs. 8 on p&tasthal or channel garden land, and Rs. 3-8-0 on lands under 
wells. No mention is made of rice laud in the letter, but from the Appendix (E) 
there seems to be none in this village. These rates will give a revenue of Rs. 948 
against Rs. 840 asserted to have been collected last year; I say asserted as we 
really have no certain assurance on the subject of what is actually collected in 
one shape or another in In&m villages, and the only trustworthy course on the 
settlement of any such being required is to impose rates assimilating to those in 
adjacent Government villages. 

25. The seoond Indm village is Dhagur. This is surrounded by the Gov¬ 
ernment villages above reported on, and as proposed should be assessed at the 
same rates. The collections last year are recorded at Rs. 745, and the survey 
assessment on the proposed rates will give Rs. 1,056, an increase of 33 per cent. 
In the case of all Iuam villages, like the two now in question settled for the 
first time, it must be remembered that the village officers have hitherto received 
direct levies in grain from the cultivators which will cease after the introduction 
of the settlement, the village remuneration being made up to the authorised scale 
out of the revenue of the village—a condition made with the Indmddr prior to 
the introduction of the settlement. This much affects the consideration of the 
relative amount of revenue collected previous to the settlement and to be collected 
after it. In the first case a burden of uncertain but appreciable amount is on the 
ryots from which after the settlement they are relieved and the charge transferred 
to the village revenues. 

26. Sanction for the introduction of the rates now proposed at any date 
before the 5th June is requested, and for the guarantee of the rates for the period 
applied to the part of the same t&luka previously settled. 



27. I have thought it necessary to go somewhat into more detail in my 
forwarding letter regarding this settlement than the comparatively unimportant 
nature and limited area of it should have called for. But the Superintendent’s 
report, though lengthy and much loaded with figures, is not so perspicuous as 
it might be. 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signod) W. C. ANDERSON, 

Survey and Settlement Commissioner, N.D. 


BOMBAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTERAL TRESS. 
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No. 83 op 1880. 


From 

Colonel G. A. LAUGHTON, 

SUPERINTENDENT, REVENUE SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT, 

Poona and Na'sik. 
To 

W, RAMSAY, Esquire, 

Collector op Na'sik. 


Nagar Districts , 

Camp Jaula, 28th January 1880. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to forward for transmission to the Survey and Settlement 
Commissioner, Northern Division, with such remarks as you may consider neces¬ 
sary proposals for the introduction of revised rates into twenty-two villages of 
the Dindori Tdluka, Nasik Collectorate, consisting of 21 “ Dangi,” and 1 “ Desk” 
village, the classification of which was completed last field season. 

2, The following statement gives the names of these, whether Desk or 
Dangi, Government or Indm, and whether for revision or first settlement:— 


Num 

ber. 

Name of Village. 

Desh or 
Dangi. 

Govern- 
meet 
or Inam. 

For lirat or Revision 
Survey Settlement. 

1 

Sliownai ... ... 

Desh ... 

Inam ... 

First Survey Settlement. 

2 

Dhagur 

Dangi ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

3 

Tiloli... 

Do. ... 

Govt. ... 

Revision do. 

4 

Rasagaon 

Do. 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

5 

Nalegaon 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

6 

Rawalgaon 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

7 

Q 

Deberwadi 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 


Sad ii ,,, *, t 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 


Dhondegaon 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Do. do. 

10 

Ladcbi 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

ii 

Dhabargaon 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

12 

Naikwari 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do 

13 

Kochargaon 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

14 

Popalwadi 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

1 5 

Vilwandi 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

16 

Pitnpraj 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

17 

Ramsej 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

18 

Umbrala 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do, do. 

19 

Ambegan 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do. do. 

20 

Dhaur 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 


21 

Chachadgaon 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 


22 

Jambatek ... ... . i 

1 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Do, do. 


3. And the nest statement gives in a concise form, the years the present 
settlement has run; area; and population to the square mile, of these villages :_ 


Whether for Revision 
or first Survey 
Settlement. 

Number 

of 

Villages. 

Government 

or Indm, 

Year of 
Survey Settle¬ 
ment. 

Area in Acres. 

Area in 
square miles. 

Number of 
souls to the 
square mile. 

Revision 

20 

Government ,.. 

1 

1845-46 

62,310 

1 

97-5 

78-1 

First Survey 

2 

■ i 

Inam 

... 

4,222 

6'6 

80-5 

Grand Total 

22 


Total 

66,562 

104-1 

78-3 
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4. It will be observed that more than 30 years have elapsed since the pre¬ 
sent settlement was first introduced: the revision settlement ought to have 
taken effect in 1876-77. The famine which prevailed at that time, however, pre¬ 
vented the work from being completed; besides, as part of the adjoining Tdluka 
of N&sik was similarly situated, it was considered best to finish the revision 
there, before taking the work of completing that of the Dindori Tdluka into 
hand ; consequently it was only last season that a classing establishment could 
be spared for the purpose. 

5. Besides the villages under report, th ire remain 39 more of this Tdluka 
into which revised rates have yet to be intrc duced; the classification of these 
villages will be taken into hand this season, ai_d next year will see the completion 
of revision settlement of the whole of Dindori. 

6. The twenty Government villages were settled on the “ Dangi” system, 
by Mr. Fraser Tytler, Assistant Collector, in 1845-46—at that time the rice, 
“Kali” or black soil, and garden lands were measured in detail, classed, and 
assessed. The “ Mdl” lands, however, were not measured into separate fields 
until 1866; they wei'e at that time surveyed and assessed : previous to this date 
they had been given out on Ukta rates. Government gave their sanction to the 
first arrangement in their letter No. 168, dated 10th January 1846, and regarding 
the M41 lands on the 20th October 1860. Copies of these letters will be found 
in the appendix. 

7. The remeasurement of these villages was carried on at different periods 
from 1872 to 1875, and, as stated before, the reclassification was completed last 
season. At the same time a further reduction was made in the size of survey 
fields, and all Bub-divisions or Pot number were separately measured and demar¬ 
cated ; this latter procedure being in accordance with rules lately introduced 
with the view of keeping the holdings as small as possible, to prevent the neces¬ 
sity of throwing up portions of survey numbers especially “ Mdl” lands, as had 
been the custom hitherto. 

8. The maxima and minima extent of the three different descriptions of 
land ; now included in one survey number; are as follows :— 

Bice-land if held by one individual from 1 to 4 acres, should the land 
belong to more than one individual, the maximum size of the survey number 
has been fixed at 2 acres; all the interior portions, no matter how small, 
belonging to different occupants are separately measured and demarcated. 
All rice land which is 10 per cent, in excess of the area now entered in the 
village registers, is considered as " new rice,” and is assessed at the highest 
“ Kdli” or dry-crop rate. 

“ Kali lands" if belonging to one person, the size of survey numbers 
has been fixed at 3 to 12 acres—but 6 acres, irrespective of the number of 
Pot, or small holdings, is the maximum when the land is in the occupancy 
of more than one individual. 

“ Mdl lands” old survey numbers of 6 to 20 acres are confirmed—above 
this maximum size the land is broken up into two or more survey numbers— 
small portions, under 6 acres in extent, are clubbed together up to 20 acres, 
and made into survey numbers ; each holding as before, being separately 
measured as a Pot number, 

9. The mode of classification in the Dangs has been described by Colonel 
Taverner in his letter No. 893 of the 15th October 1875, (see appendix) paras : 
11—26 inclusive. This system, which is really a confirmation of that adopted by 
Mr. Tytler, was approved of by Colonel Francis in his Memo, on Colonel Taver- 
Tjer’s report No. 1791 of the 20th November 1875, (see appendix) and is the 
system now in force both in Ndsik and in Dindori. There is remaining only one 
other Tdluka, that of Igatpuri, of the Ndsik Collectorate, where the Dangi 
system obtains. The rice-lands in this district are of a superior quality, and 
it will, most probably, be necessary to make some alteration in the present mode 
of rice classification to meet the requirements of these lands. 
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10. It will be observed from tbe foregoing that tbe old system of classi¬ 
fication in the Dangi villages was confirmed—the reclassification was therefore 
confined to— 


lsi.—Where old survey numbers, irrespective of the character of cul¬ 
tivation, have under the new rules been broken up. 

2nd .—Where a ten per cent examination of Kdli and Mdl lauds has 
proved former classification to have been incorrect. 

3rd .—In the case of fraud or error at the time of the first survey by 
Kdli lands having been entered as Mdl. 

4 th .—The allotment of Krab of every survey number is re-examined. 

5th .—Examination of every survey number to see that the boundaries 
of the fields are correct. 


11. Twenty-one of these villages, namely, all the Government and one Indm 
village, Dhagur, all Dangi, lie in a group in the south-western corner of the 
Tdluka; 16 to the south, and 5 to the north of the main road from Nasik to 
Point. To the south, these villages are bounded by the Ndsik Taluka, some of 
the villages of which had revised rates introduced into them last year. A map 
accompanies this report, on which all the Dangi villages for present settlement 
are shown in blue ; while the Desh village is coloured red. 

12. These villages do not present the same appearance as the Dangi villages 
of tho Ndsik Tdltika reported upon during the two last years. In the latter the 
country is generally very hilly ; in some parts, such as about Trimbak, Anjaneri, 
and the western portions, even mountainous, generally covered with jungle, and the 
Kdli, or black soil is met with in small quantities; whereas, in the Dindori Dangs 
generally, but especially in those under report, the country is almost bare, the 
surface much more flat, with extensive tracts of black soil. 

13. In point of climate, however, both Dangs are very similar ; they are 
considered healthy from March until June, and afterwards very unhealthy; fever 
and ague being prevalent. 

14. Seven of those 21 villages, situated in the extreme south-western corner 
of the group, have the advantage of surface water from four streams which even¬ 
tually Sow into Goddvari ; water remains in these streams all tho year; the 
remaining fourteen villages are dependent upon wells for their water-supply. 

15. The prevailing soil is of a brown or yellowish colour, good depth, and 
having the advantage of a better rain-fall, more productive than similar soils in 
the “ Desh” parts of the Taluka to the east. The “Kdli” lands are of a better 
quality than those in the Nasik Tdluka: for even in the villages bordering on the 
western Ghats, such as Ambegan, Pimpraj, Ladchi and Dhondegaon, from | 
to i of the whole cultivated area supplies good wheat crops. The rice-lands are 
inferior to those in the adjoining Nasik villages; the latter, from the greaterun- 
dulatory character of the country, being better adopted for rice cultivation than 
the flatter surface of the villages under report. 

16. Tbe following table shows the average annual rain-fall registered at 
the Mdmlatdar’s Katcheries of Dindori, N&sik and Igatpuri for the years 1876-77 
and 1877-78 


Name of T£tuka. 


Eain-fall Rain-fall 

in 1876-77. in 1877-78. 


Dindori... ... ... 2065 4D29 

Nasik ... ... ... 19‘24 51'96 

Igatpnri ... .68 - 26 160‘54 

The villages under report lie to the west and south-west of Dindori, and may be 
expected to have a greater rain-fall than that shown above. Still as will be seen 
from Statistical Table No. Ill in tbe appendix, the percentage of wheat grown 
is considerably greater than rice; the one being 1.4’1 per cent to 2’6 of the other. 
The percentage of kharif, or monsoon crops, is 54'8 to 21’6 of rabi, or cold 
weather cultivation. The chief crop, as in most Dangi villages, is Nagli, this is a 
kharif crop; while the chief rabi crop is wheat. The proportion of waste, or 
fallow amounts to 23‘6 per cent of the whole arable area. 

17. The system of tillage in all its details differs not from that obtaining in 
the Dangs of Nasik, which was reported upon in my letter to your address, 
No. 91, of the 28th January 1878. 
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18. These villages are favourably situated as regards good road communi¬ 
cation; having the main road from NAsik to Harsul to the south, and at no 
great distance; while another from NAsik to Peint runs almost through the 
middle of them. Thus easy access to the Bailway Station of Devlali is obtain¬ 
able; the furthest village Ambegan, being only twenty-four miles distant. 

19. The following are the chief market towns available to the ryots for the 
sale of the produce of their lands, and for obtaining for themselves the necessaries 
of life within the TAluka :— 

1. Dindori BAzAr held on Sunday. 

2. Umbral Budrukh BAzAr held on Monday. 

3. Janori do. do. Friday. 

4. Jalkhere do. do. Saturday. 

In the Nasilc Talulca. 

5. NAsik BAzar held on Wednesday and Saturday. 

6. Girnara do. Thursday. 

Of these the most frequented are said to be those of NAsik and Girnara. Of the 
four bAzArs within the TAluka, the one held at Dindori, is the largest. 

20. There are neither schools nor manufactures of any description in any of 
these twenty-two villages. 

21. The following abstract of Statistical Tables Nos. IV, and VI. for 20 
Government villages now for revision, shows the state of population, agricultural 
stock, &c., at the pi’esont, as compared with the time when these villages were 
last settled in 1844-46 :— 


For 20 Government Villages. 



According 
to first Survey 
Settlement 
1845-16 

According 
to Revision 
Survey Census. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Percentage 
Increase 
or Decrease. 

Population .. 

4,570 

7,614 

3,044 


66-6 

Rourps / Flat-roofed and Tiled ... 

74 

160 

86 


116-2 

no uses... | Thatched 

797 

1,214 

417 


52-3 

Agricultural Cattle 

2,315 

2,508 

193 


8-3 

Cows, Buffaloes, and their young ... 

4,190 

4,104 


86 

2-1 

Sheep and Goats 

413 

519 

106 


25-7 

Ploughs 

536 

832 

296 


55-2 

Carts 

77 

144 

67 


87-0 

Horses and Ponies 

114 

119 

5 

... 

4-4 


22. All the items in the return for the Government villages compare favour¬ 
ably—the present with the past—with the exception of agricultural cattle, 
increase in which amounts only to 8’3 per cent; while cows and buffaloes show 
a decrease of 2‘1 per cent. It is hard to give a very satisfactory reason for this; 
it is, however, known that such careful attention in the preparation of statistical 
returns, as obtains at the present day, was not the case formerly, and those 
returns may, therefore, be taken approximately rather than actually. The late 
famine also must have had some effect upon the more weakly of the cattle, the 
fittest only surviving. In the better class of houses, carts and ploughs, in 
which items mistakes were less likely to occur, there has been a fair and gradual 
improvement. 

23 Statistical Tablo No 5 of the appendix, shows that the increase of popu¬ 
lation is chiefly among tho agricultural, and partly agricultural class; this applies 
only to the Government villages. The other two villages, both Inam, one a Dangi, 
and the other a Dosli village, being for settlement for the first time, have no 
former statistics forthcoming. 
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24. The appended returns (Appendix A.) which is compiled from data 
collected from the records of the Registration Office for the last three years, 
gives four cases only, of sales and mortgages, and shows that the land is 
valuable from the very few number of cases, it may be assumed that the ryots 
are fairly well off. 

One case of sale, where land paying Rs. 25 was sold for Rs 150, or 6 times 
the Government assessment. 

One case of sub-letting. Thirty acres of land bearing Government assess¬ 
ment Rs. 7^ was sub-let for 6 years, for Rs. 49, plus the Government rental. 

Two cases of mortgage, one of 32 acres* bearing Government assessment 
Rs. 11-4-0, was mortgaged for Rs. 120, at 18 per cent, per annum ; the owner to 
resume possession on payment of principal; the other is a case of 26^ acres ; Gov¬ 
ernment assessment Rs. 10, mortgaged for Rs. 50, at the same interest, and on the 
same conditions. 


25. Irrigation is carried on to a very limited extent, both by Pats and 
wells, and obtains in 11 villages only :— 


Revision or 
First Survey. 

Government or In&m. 

. 

No. of 
Villages. 

Pats. 

Wells. 

Old. 

New. 

Total. 

Old. ; 

New. 

Total. 

Revision 

Government villages 

9 

5 

5 

10 

2 

16 

18 

First Sur- f 

Inain villages, Skewnai 



1 I 





vey ... 1 

and Dhagur 

2 

5 

6 

i 

11 


11 

11 


' Total ... 

11 

10 

11 

21 

2 

27 

29 


Of the ten Government Pats, two of the new ones are made to aid rice cultiva¬ 
tion. The Pats are generally poor, only retaining water until December or 
middle of January, a few until February, and only one, in the In4ra village of 
Dhagur, until March. ° 


26. The following statement shows the areas of land under different 
sources of irrigation, Pat and well, at the time of the former settlement, and at 
the present time :—■ 



| Villages 
Government 
or InAra. 

Number 

of 

Villages. 


Area Irrigated under 


Tiiluka. 

Tear of 
Settlement. 

Wells. 

Burkis* 

Pats, i.e., 
small canals 
from 
streams. 

Pats and 
Wells 
combined. 

Pats and 
Barkis 
combined. 

Total. 

B&marks. 

i 

2 

3 

i 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 





A. g. 

A, g. 

A. g. 

A. g. 

A. g. 

A. g. 

- 


Govern¬ 

ment. 

20 

1845-46 

55' 33 

15 1 

35 10 
72 27 

■ 

5 11 


35 10 
148 32 

Increase. 

A. g. 
113 22 

Dindon. 

I aim. 

2 

First Sur¬ 
vey* 

39 31 

... 

41 8 

57 7 

... 

96 38 
41 8 

Shewnai. 

Dhagar. 





39 31 


41 8 

57 7 


138 6 



Grand 

Total 



95 24 

15 1 

113 35 

62 18 


281 38 



27. There are only two “ old” wells used for irrigation in the 20 Dangi 
Government villages—(16 have been dug during the present lease) and they 
were not assessed at the time of the first survey; consequently, according to 
the Dangi classing rules, no extra valuation has been added to the Jirdit classifi¬ 
cation of the lands irrigated under them. 
b 810—2 
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28. The following statement gives details regarding tlie number of wells 
and Burkis at the time of the introduction of the current settlement, and thoBe 
dug since, during the different decades. The number of wells in the two Indm 
villages for first settlement are also given :— 


Ttoka. 


Villages 

.Government! 

or Into. 


Blndorl... 


Government 


Into 


*0 


Wkolb. 


fl-S 
ts.3 
jfS 
& 8 


a fc ^ 
odd 
EO 3 


III 


n 

a 

3 

I 

CO 

£> 

P 


tXj-i 

0.2 

fi 


c « 


he-a 

gz 


10 


12 


1» 
si 
Si 
K ss 
•3 § 


13 


U 


fa 

B ° 

111 

Eh 


10 


10 


10 


Burkib. 


17 


18 


Remarks. 


19 


* At pro- 
sect. 


nn‘ In 20 viUa ^ e ® , £or revision, the total irrigated area amounts to 
148-82 acres ; 6 per cent of this area alone is cultivated with sugar-cane The 
total area under command of wells and Burkis amounts to 70-31 acres • ’ under 
Bats, and Pats and wells combined, 77-38 acres ; or a total of 148-32 acres. 

30. Statement marked B in the appendix, gives some interesting details 

8h ?r n o g A b / Wh ° m the la ° d m occu P anc y 18 cultivated. It will be observed that 
m the 20 Government villages there is a total of 7,834 survey, and Pot numbers * 
deducting those which are . waste, the remaining numbers are almost entirely 
cultivated by the holders m whose names the land is entered, the figures beimr 
cultivated numbers, 5,648, and numbers cultivated by those whose names are 
entered in village accounts 5,606. A similar contrast for the 2 Indm villas 
gives the following figures, 335 and 305. ge 

31. At the time when the current settlement was introduced into the 20 
Government villages the areas of different sorts of cultivation were as follows 


1845-46 ... 


Percent. ... 


Rice. 


875 


Kill. 


9,575 


Garden. 


35 


Mai. 


87,968 


last year the areas were 


924 


14,161 


149 


85,386 


9 a 

6 s 

. 43 

. 60 H 

mi 

a o 
73 §3 
a 


. 02 
•"d o3 

3 ® 

2 m 

W <U 
i—i £ 


giving an increase of 


5-6 


47-9 


325-7 


6‘8 decrease. 


The Mdl land was only measured, into fields in i860. 


32. It will be seen that the percentage increase in the K£li land is very 
considerable. This is accounted for by the fact that much of what was K&li land 
in 1845-46, was included in the M41, as has been discovered at the time of re¬ 
classification ; this branch of the survey was done under the superintendence of 
Mr. Whitcombe, and there need not be the slightest doubt about its correctness. 

33. The following gives the average prices of grain in the Dindori Taluka, 
computed at the number of seers per rupee, the seer being equal to 80 rupees 
in weight, prevailing during each of the three decades, as well as during the last 
4 years of the present settlement; the rise in prices in the last decade, as contrast¬ 
ed with the first and second, is very marked ; whilst during the last four years, 
on account of the late scarcity, high prices still rule:— 



| Averaoe Seers i-er Hopes. j 


Percsxtasb. 



Year*. 











Bsiurie. 

B4jrl. 

Wheat. 

Gram. 

Rice. 

N4gli. 

BAiri. 

! 

Wheat, | 

Gram. 

Rice. 

NAgli. 



From 1845-46 to 1854-55 ... 

46 

41 

39 

22 

47 

1 






From 1856-56 to 1864-65 ~ 

26 

27 

25 

18 

34 

77 

519 

68 

22'2 

38-2 


From 1865-66 to 1874-75 ... 

20 

17 

16 

11 

23 | 

80 

130 

68 -8 
141 2 

56-2 

143-7 

63-6 

100 

47-8 

104-3 


From 1875-76 to 1878-79 ... 

14 

14 

15 

n 

20 

228'6 

1929 

ICO 

100 

135 



34. The following is an abstract of Statement C of tho Appendix, giving 
the past revenue history of the 20 Government villages from 1835-36, to 1878-79 
or 43 years, divided into two periods, viz., the ten years preceding the introduction 
of the current settlement, attd the second, embracing 34 years, during which the 
settlement has been in force. The Mdl lands which had previously been given 
out on Ukta rates having been measured into fields and assessed in 1860, is the 
cause of the great increase in area of columns 2 and 3, towards the end of the 
2nd decade of the current settlement, which increase continues during the 3rd 
decade; during the last four years there is a falling off as might be supposed; 
still the average remissions for the last 14 years is almost nil, and average out¬ 
standings in spite of hard times very slight:— 


y ears. 

Average of 
occupied acres 
including 
Government 
and Alienated 
Land. 

Average of 
Waste. 

Averago 

of 

Remissions. 

Average 
of total 
Collections on 
Government, 
Alienated, and' 
Grazing Lands. 

Average of 
Outstanding 
Balances. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

From 1835-86 to 1844-45. 

13,570 

12,786 

362 

6,665 

55 

From 1845-46 to 1854-55 ... 

From 1855-56 to 1864-65 ... 

From 1865-66 to 1874-75. 

From 1875-76 to 1878-79. 

20,022 

24,847 

83,222 

31,513 

4,762 

15,316 

16,075 

16,940 

37 

206 

2 

2 

'6,124 

10,511 

15,033 

13,107 



The above statement gives the following results as regards the average 
increase during each decade in the oocupied area, and collections as contrasted 
with the average of the 10 years preceding the settlement. 


Average Acres. Increase in Rs. 

First Decade . 6,452 Decrease . 541 

Second do.... ... ... 11,277 Increase ... ... 3,846 

Third do... 19,652 Do. . 8,368 

Four last years . 17,943 Do. ... ,.. 6,442 


35. The following shows the number of cases in which notices on account 
<of non-payment of land revenue had to be issued during the last 3 years in the 
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Government villages utider report. It is satisfactory to observe that out of 
total number of notices, 184, in no case was it necessary to resort to sale for 
recovery of outstanding balances. 

Years, Notices issued. Cases in which sates took place. 

1876- 77. 97 

1877- 78. 11 

1878- 79. 76 

36. I have now gone through every point showing past and present state 
of these villages; it is obvious that there has been a steady improvement since 
the introduction of the current lease; - the following are the main points which 
mark this improvement:— 

ls£.—A larger average area occupied for cultivation amounting to 132’2 per 
cent during the last four years. 

2nd. —Good road communication. 

3rd .—Opening up of the adjacent district by means of the G. I. P. Railway; 
the station of Devldli being close to the more southern villages, and only 
24 miles distant from the furthest, with good road communication to the 
railway station. 

4th .—Improved market prices obtainable of late years. 

37. Mr. Fraser Tytlerin his report No. 77 of the 13th October 1845, pro¬ 
posed the following rates, which received the sanction of Government in their 
No. 168, dated lOfch January 1846, Territorial Department; copies of the whole* 
correspondence will be fopnd in the appendix under the head of supplement to 
the Revision Report on the Wunn Dindori Dangs. 


38. For rice lands the following were the rates sanctioned :— 


1st. 

.... 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4 th. 

5 th. 

6th. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Ks, a. p. 1 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

3 0 0 

2 8 0 

2 0 0 

1 8 0 

10 0 

0 10 0 


These rates I 

now propose to increase as follows :—. 


Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p, 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

4 8 0 

3 12 0 

3 o o ; 

2 4 0 

1 8 0 

0 15 0 


The total increase under this head will amount to Rs. 615, or an increase of 
58*6 per centv All “ new rice,” only 105 acres, coming under the head of improve-: 
ment, is assessed simply at “ Kali,” or what would otherwise be dry-crop rates. 
The average assessment rate per acre for old rice will be Rs. 1-12-10. 

39. For Kdli lands the following were the rates sanctioned :— 


1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

5th. 

6th. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

■ 

Rs. a. p. 

1 2 0 

0 15 0 

0 12 0 

1 

0 9 0 

0 6 0 

j 0 4 0 


These might easily be increased to 


Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a, p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

16 0 

rf* * * V ' " 1 " ' B — " 

1 2 0 

0 15 0 

0 11 0 

_ 

0 7 0 

0 5 0 
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The total increase will amount to Rs. 5; ‘654, this includes all new rice, and 
gives an increase of 69‘4 per cent. The incidence of assessment per acre will be 
Rs. 0-15-7. 

40. For garden lands the rates proposed formerly were Rs. 8 to 3 for Pdtas- 
thal (channel irrigation), and from 4 to 2 for Matasthal, or land cultivated under 
wells. I propose to retain the maximum for the first, which will give an increase 
of Rs, 224 on present assessment or an average of Rs. 3-14-9 per acre. 

41. As the land under “ old wells ” (see para, 27) was not formerly as¬ 
sessed, it will no w be assessed within the highest dry-crop rate. There are only two 
“ old wells,” one in the village of Ramsej the land under which receives aid from 
a Pat, and will, therefore, be assessed as Patasthal; the other well in the village 
of Jambutek has only one number under it. All land under “ new wells,” being 
improvement will be assessed simply at Kdli or dry-crop rates. 

42. The Mdl land was, as before stated, only measured into fields, and 
assessed in 1860 ; previous to which the land was given out on “ Ukta ” or lump 
sum rates. 

In 1860 the rates for this land were fixed at— 


1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. 

P- 

Rs. a. 

P- 

0 7 0 


0 4 

0 

0 3 

0 


These rates I propose to retain. It will give a decreaso of Rs. 478 conse¬ 
quent on the largo area brought under cultivation as Kali which has been 
discovered by revision survey. 

43. The following statement shows the general result of the imposition of 
the proposed rates on the 20 Government villages :— 


Villages. 

Maximum 
dry-crop rate. 

Goyernmbnt Occupied Land. 

Area and assessment 
by present accounts. 

Area and assessment 
by Revision Survey and 
proposed rates. 

Inoreaso. 

Percent¬ 
age of 
increase. 

20 

Rs. a. 

1 6 

Acres. 

31,544 

Rs. 

13,139 

Acres. 

33,648 

Rs. 

17,669 

4,530 

34-5 


44. The difference between the recorded occupied land, and the area as 
obtained by revision survey, amounts only to 6'7 per cent, which cannot be 
considered anything extraordinary seeing the agency by which the “Mai” 
lands were measured in 1860. Mr. Tytler in reporting on the subject stated 
“ This work (measurement of Mill lands) has been performed entirely by the 
Mdmlatddrs and their establishments.” 

45. The average rate per acre for the 20 Government villages on pre¬ 
sent recorded area, including all lands Kali, MM, Rice, and Garden is Rs. 0-6-8, 
and according to revision survey areas, and proposed assessment Rs. 0-8-5 per 
acre. 

46. The Government unoccupied assessed waste lands, as recorded by the 
revision survey amount to acres 13,014, bearing assessment Rs. 5,343, or an 
average of Rs. 0-6-7 per acre. 

47. The area and assessment of Government occupied and unoccupied 
assessed waste land amount to 46,662 acres, and Rs. 23,012, which give an 
average of Rs. 0-7-11 per acre. 

b 810—3 
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48. In addition to the, Government land there is an area of 3,958 acres of 
In&m land bearing assessment of Rs. 3,164, and paying annual Judi of Rs. 950, 
The following statement shows the whole lands of the 20 Government villages 
under report in an abstract form:— 



Acres. 

Assessment. 

Proposed 

assessment. 

Judi. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Government occupied assessed land. 

Do. unoccupied assessed waste 

In4m ... ... . ... ... 

Unarable 

33,648 

13,014 

3,958 

11,720 

13,139 

4,525 

2,412 

17,669 

5,343 

3,164 

"950 

Total ... 

62,340 

20,076 

26,176 

950 


49. Appendix marked D. shows the effect of the proposed rates of assess¬ 
ment in every village, the average percentage increase and the average rate 
per acre on all lands. In no village is the percentage increase excessive ; the 
village of Umbrala shows a higher percentage than any other; but in this 
village the increase in Kali land is from 804 to 1,294 acres or 61'0 per cent. 
From the crop returns I find that 17*6 per cent of the whole cultivated area is 
under wheat, which is only grown on Kdli soils; besides it is a bazar village 
which fully entitles it to a higher increase. 

50. Appended to this report is,a map on which these villages, 20 Govern¬ 
ment, at the proposed maximum rate of Rs. 1-6-0 are shown by a blue colour : 
adjoining them to the east, and one to the South, Wargaon, are a number of 
Desh villages assessed at the same maximum rate, viz: Rs. 1-6-0, these are shown 
in yellow. These villages were settled in 1874 by Colonel Waddington, and 
from bis report I see that the average percentage increase amounts to 54 with 
which the increase for the villages under report compares very favourably. 

51. I have also shown some of the adjoining Dangi villages of the Nfisik 
Tdluka assessed at tho same rates Rs. 1-6-0 by a green colour, the average 
increase percentage in these is 21 f 3. 

52. Should Government be pleased to accord their sanction to these rates, 
I have to request that the duration of the lease may be fixed for 24 years, that 
is to say, from 1880-81, to 1903-04, the latter being the year when the revision 
leases throughout the Dindori Taluka will expire. 

53. I have now to propose rates for two Indm villages; one a Desh 
village, Shewnai, to be settled for the first time. This village is situated about 8 
miles south of Dindori, and about 6 miles to the north-east of Ndsik, and close 
to the high road leading from one town to the other. 

54. Shewnai was measured and classed in 1879. There is nothing 
exceptional in point, of climate, rain-fall, &c., as regards this village different 
from those surrounding it and settled in 1874-75. Appended is a statement 
marked E. giving a concise revenue history for the last ten, the last five, and 
'or last year. The total area according to the Mamlatdars’ accounts altered 
from bighas to acres at the rate of 30 guntas per bigha, amounted in 1878-79, 
including Inkm, to 1,687 arable acres and 215 unarable acres; total 1,902. 

55. According to the revenue survey the items of arable and unarable 
acres are 1,356 and 164 respectively; total 1,520; while the occupied area, 
including garden land, is 1,125 acres. The amount of revenue collected last 
year was Rs. 840 ; while the average collections for the last ten years amounted 
to Rs. 771. Two of the villages adjoining Shewnai were settled upon a maxi¬ 
mum rate of Rs. 1-12-0; one upon Rs-1-8-0; and the fourth, in the adjoining 
Taluka of N&sik, had a maximum of Rs. 2 sanctioned. 
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56. I propose to apply a maximum of Rs. 1-12-0 to this village, which 
will give on the occupied dry-crop land Rs. 653 or Rs. 0-10-0 per acre. For 
the garden land under Pdts, I propose a maximum of Rs, 8; on an area of 57 
acres this rate gives Rs. 227. Lands under wells alone amount to 24 acres ; to 
this I would apply a rate of Rs. 3-8-0 according to the classification of the soil 
and the depth of water in each well: the average incidence of the above per acre, 
is on Pdtasthal lands Rs. 3-15-9, and on lands below wells Rs. 2-13-4. It may 
be mentioned that water remains, on the average, in the Bandharas only to the 
1st of December. 

57. The above will give on occupied area, dry-crop and garden Rs. 948 
or Rs. 0-13-6 per acre, equal to 23 per cent increase on the average collections 
for the last ten years : a statement marked F.is appended, shewing the maximum 
rates for the adjoining villages, both for dry-crop and garden lands. 

58. In addition to the Khalsa land, there is an area of 203 acres of In4m 
land bearing an assessment of Rs. 136, and paying annually Judi Rs. 25 : the 
statement given below shews the whole of the lands of this In4m village in an 
abstract form :— 


Government occupied assessed land. 

Government unoccupied assessed land 

Inam ... ... ... ... ... 

Unarable ... . 

Total ... 

Acres. 

Existing 

assessment. 

Proposed 

assessment. 

Judi. 

1,125 

28 

203 

164 

840 

355 

136 

948 

10 

208 

25 

1,520 

1,331 

1,166 

[ 

25 







59. It is necessary to explain that all the arable w T aste land, with the 
exception of 28 acres, was found in occupation at the time of measurement; 
while in the Indmdar’s books only the area actually under cultivation was assess¬ 
ed, leaving an unoccupied area of culturable land amounting to 322 acres and 
assessed at Rs. 355. 

60. The second Ind,m village Dhagur is a Dangi village, surrounded by the 
Government villages for which rates have already been proposed in this report; 
1 would, therefore, include it among them at the same rates. A statement 
similar to the one prepared for Shewnai is appended and marked G. It gives the 
average revenue for the last ten years, for the last five, and for last year. The 
total arable area, converting as before, the bigha into acres, is 1,732, this includes 
Inam ; the unarable area amounts to 180 acres ; total 1,912 acres. While accord¬ 
ing to the Revenue Survey, the items of arable and unarable are 1,907, and 795 
acres respectively ; total 2,702 acres. The occupied area, including garden land, 
is 1,330 acres, and the amount of revenue collected last year is Rs. 745. 


61. The following statement shows the revenue expected to be obtained 
on proposed maximum rates and occupied area :— 


Ka li at Rs. 1-6-0. 

Rice at Rs. 4-8-0. 

Pa’tasthal Rs. 8. 

Ma l Its, 0-7-0. 

Area. j 

Assessment. 

Area. 

Assessment, 

Area. 

Assessment. 

Area. 

Assessment. 

891 

760 

11 

27 

1 

41 

119 

387 

150 


The incidence on the acre for each description ot cultivation is, Khli 
Rs. 0-13-8 ; Rice Rs. 2-7-3 ; Pdtasthal Rs. 2-14-5 ; and Mai 0-6-2. The whole will 
give, on occupied area, a total of Rs, 1,056 or Rs. 0-12-8 per acre, equal to 33 
per cent increase on the average collection for the last ten years. 
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62. Besides the Khalsa land there is an area of 213 aores of In dm land 
bearing an assessment of Rs. 184 and. paying Judi Rs. 19, the whole of which 
will be better seen from the following statement:— 



i 

Aores. 

Existing 

assessment. 

Proposed 

assessment. 

Judi. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Government occupied assessed land. 

1,330 

745 

1,056 


Do. unoccupied assessed land 

364 

178 

189 

> • . 

T n&m i,, ... «* • *•* 

213 

184 

178 

19 

TJnarable 

795 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

2,702 

1,107 

1,423 

19 


63. If these rates are approved of, I beg to request that the duration for 
the lease for the two Indm villages may be sanctioned for the same term as pro¬ 
posed for the 20 Government Dangi villages, that is to say, from 1880-81 to 
1903-04 a period of twenty-four years. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

G. A. LAUGHTON, Colonel, 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, Poona and Nasik. 
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Below Survey Superintendent’s No. 83, dated 28th January 1880. 


No. 544 of 1880. 

Soundana, 9th February 1880. 

Forwarded to the Survey and Settlement Commissioner. 

The Dindori Dangs have already been fully reported on, and the new rates 
discussed and sanctioned. The experience gained of the recent revision settle¬ 
ments is favourable, and consequently no very lengthy remarks seem now called 
for. 

The undersigned fully acquiesces in the present proposals. 

The villages now reported on are very favourably situated as regards rain¬ 
fall, and even in the famine years good crops were secured. The rainfall varies 
in different seasons, but there has never been any actual deficiency; remissions 
have been rare and postponement has never had to be resorted to. 

As in other parts of the district there has been a general advance in material 
prosperity, and this, too unchecked as elsewhere by the famine years or at any rate 
in a lesser degree. 

The greater subdivision of survey numbers as per para. 8 of the report is a 
right move ; it is presumed that in future survey rule No. 15 will have to be fully 
enforced. 

There is very little irrigated cultivation, but the abundant rainfall renders 
the people comparatively independent of artificial means. The character of the 
population has, however, something to do with it. The Kokanis and Kolis have 
little enterprise, and are content to live from hand to mouth. 

That so much of the land is held by the actual recorded Khatedars is a most 
satisfactory feature, and goes to show that the bulk of the cultivators are in¬ 
dependent. 

One of the common complaints against our system is that the poorer soils 
arc assessed too high as compared with the higher class lands. It is satisfac¬ 
tory to note that the proposed increase is mainly on the rice, while the Mai land 
assessment remains as before. The new rice rates are fully moderate as compared 
with the valuo of the crop. The Dang rice, however, is a very inferior article to 
that grown as Mgaitiu Desh villages. Prices still rule very high, and there seems 
now little chance of their ever reverting to their former low standard. Prices 
have kept up in face of two abundant harvests and show no symptom of any 
decline; on all accounts there is no reason to believe that the proposed enhance¬ 
ment is more than is warranted by existing circumstances. 

(Signed) W. RAMSAY, 

Collector of Nasik. 
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No. or 1880. 
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K KVKM [■; DkI’A KT.MKN'l. 

Voohii, V,)fh Mat ■//. 1880 . 

Submitted to Government 

2. The settlement of these 22 villages of the Dindori Taluk a has been 
made on principles already approved of by Government in Resolution No. 1848 
of 22nd March 1876 for 20 villages of this tMuka. 

3. I consider that the Survey Commissioner is right in his 20th and 21st 

paras, in proposing to reduce the dry-crop rate, 

6. Toilwandi. which the Deputy Superintendent has sugzest- 
l Kmpmf a0n ' ed for fche villages. But, while support- 

9. Pophalware. IC |g Colonel Anderson's proposals as regards the 
nine villages marginally noted, I would add to 
them the following,—Dhaur, Chachadgaon, 
Ambegaon,—which are relatively as near to the ghat. Colonel Anderson gives 
reasons for not extending the lower rate to Ambegaon, and I imagine that 
the proximity of the road would be the reason for excluding Dhaur aud 
Chachadgaon. I, however, do not concur in the reasons given by Colonel Ander¬ 
son. The traffic by the road in question is at uo time very great, and certainly 
not sufficiently great to compensate these western villages for being put in a 
higher class than those nine villages already recommended for favourable consi¬ 
deration by the Survey Commissioner. Had these villages been situated, like 
Hehvak in the Patan Tfiluka, close to a great and much used line of traffic, then 
there would undoubtedly have beeu very considerable compensating advantages. 
The road to Point is, however, not one over which a great stream of traffic 
passes, and, therefore, I hope those throe villages will be placed on the same foot¬ 
ing as the other nine villages. 

4. The settlement proposod for tho Inara villages is fair and satisfactory, 
aud should bo sanctioned. 

A With the modification T have now proposed as regards the villages of 
Dhaur, Chachadgaon, and Ambegaon, I recommend the settlement proposed by 
Colonel Anderson for sanction. 1 

6. Government will observe that it is proposed the rates be guaranteed for 
( lie period applied to the part of the same taluka previously settled. 

(Signed) E. P. ROBERTSON, 

Commissioner, C.D 


1. Dhondegaon. 

2. Sadgaon, 

3. Ladchi. 

4. Dabargaon. 

5. Naikwari. 
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Bombay Castle, 5th April 1880. 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, C. D.. No. it-883, dated 19tli March 1880—Submit¬ 
ting a letter from the Survey and Settlement Commissioner, N. D. (No. 284 of 1880), 
with accompaniments, relating to the proposals for the introduction of revised rates 
into twenty-two villages of the Dindori Taluka, Nasik Collectorate, consisting of twenty- 
one “ Dangi ” and one “ Desh ” village, the classification of which was completed last 
field season. 

Resolution .—Tvventy-one out of the twenty-two villages to which this 
report relates belong to the dangi or ghdt portion of the Dindori T&luka and 
one only is classed as desh, or a village of the plain. Twenty of them are Gov- 
vernment and two alienated. The tract of country in which they are situated is 
tor the most part level, free from forest, and containing a fair proportion of black 
soil. The rain-fall if plentiful and certain, a failure of harvest not having been 
recorded for many years. The conformation of the country whilst unfavourable 
i o the extensive rice cultivation found in the adjacent villages of the Ndsik 
Taluka settled in 1878-79, is well adapted to the growth of wheat and other 
. old weather crops, wherein it has a great advantage over most of the other 
ghat districts. The high road from NYtsik to Peint traverses this group of vil¬ 
lages, bringing them within easy reach of the railway at Devlali, from 12 to 24 
miles distant, and opening out several bazar towns in the more immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

2. The original survey was carried out, as far as regards rice, garden and 
t he better class of dry crop land, in 1845-46, whilst the measurement of the 
Mai, or light dry crop fields, was deferred till 1860. The system of settlement 
adopted was that introduced by Mr. Fraser Tytler, and sanctioned for the whole 
of this ghiit district. The revision operations, commenced in 1875-76, comprised 
the more minute sub-division and the separate demarcation of subordinate 
numbers in the case of dry crop and rice land, in order to suit the system of 
cultivation iu vogue amongst the agriculturists of d&ngri tracts. The Ye -classi¬ 
fication was devoted chiefly to remedying some defects found in the original 
survey operations. 

6. Reserving consideration of the alienated villages till later, it appears 
t hat in the Government villages there has taken place during the late guarantee 
an iucrease of over 66 per cent, in population, of 87 per cent, in carts, of 55 per 
rent, iu ploughs, and of 52 and 116 per cent, iu houses of the lower and better 
classes respectively. The increase in the numbers of cattle, both agricultural 
and breeding, is comparatively small, as iu the adjoining villages settled last 
year. As regards the variations iu cultivation, it may be noted that owing to 
the inclusion of much of the better class of dry crop land in the inferior, until 
the more accurate measurement of the latter iu 1860, trustworthy statistics are 
available only from, that year, and, as given in paragraph 14 of the Survey Com¬ 
missioner’s letter No. 284, show that in 1860-61 the area occupied was 22,492 
acres, whilst it was 31,544 in 1878-79. Prices of the chief grain and pulse 
grown in these villages have risen, apart from the abnormal stimulus given by 
the famine in other districts, to double those of the decade 1845-46 to 1854-55. 
The revenue seems to have been collected without pressure and the amount of 
remissions aud outstanding balance have been extremely small. 

4. With regard to the rates of assessment it is proposed to raise those on 
l ice land, in existence, as such, before the original survey, from a maximum of 
Rs. 6 to Rs. 4-8-0, a similar iucrease being carried through all the six classes. 
The effect ou the revenue will be an increase of Rs. 615, or 58’6 per cent. Dry 
crop land converted into rice by the labour of the occupant during the currency 
of the former guarantee has been assessed, in accordance with the previous 
orders of Government, at not more than the highest dry crop rates. Of this 
description ot land, however, there are only 105 acres. On land irrigated from 
wells, dry crop rates have been placed except in the case mentioned by the 
r 13.u—(/ 



Superintendent in paragraph 41 of his report, where channel water is used to 
supplement that from a well A maximum of Rs. 8 is fixed on patasthal land, 
the present rate, that is, being retained. For dry crop laud of the superior 
class the maximum rate has been raised from Rs. 1-2-0 to Rs. 1-6-0, the five 
lower classes having also beeD increased in rate proportionately. The results 
will be an increase of Rs. 5,654 or 69-4 per cent, including the assessment on 
new rice land. From the Table I), appended to the Superintendent's report, it 
appears that the rates on rice land average Rs, 1-12-9, varying for the different 
villages from Rs. 1-10-0 to Rs. 2-4-0, whilst the rate on kali or superior dry 
crop land varies between Re. 0-9-4 and Rs. 1-1-0, with an average incidence of 
Re. 0-15-5. The lighter dry crop or mal land was classed in the original 
survey at a maximum of Re. 0-7-0, and this rate it is proposed by the Super¬ 
intendent to retain. The average incidence is .only Re. 0-4-9, and the rg,te 
falls as low as Rs. 0-6-10. Taking all three classes of land together the average 
rate per acre is raised under the proposals now submitted from Re. 0-6-8 to 
Re. 0-8-5, and the total revenue 30*3 per cent. The increase varies in the 
different villages between 18*3 and 57‘5 per cent. 

The Survey Commissioner proposes to fix a maximum dry crop rate of 
Rs. 1-2-0 on nine villages on consideration of their proximity to the glints, and 
the Commissioner, C. D., would include three more villages for similar reasons. 
No such distinction as that now drawn by Colonel Anderson and Air. Robertson 
was proposed in the case of the twenty-two villages in the N4sik Tkluka, 
immediately to the south of those under consideration, whilst the latter are 
reported to possess a better class of mal land, and their facilities for rabi cultiva¬ 
tion may be justly held to compensate for some inferiority in the rice land. 

5. Upon consideration of the increase in the number of the inhabitants 
and the improvement in their general circumstances, together with the additional 
facilities they now enjoy for bringing their produce to market, and the higher 
prices ruling there, the Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased to sanc¬ 
tion the rates as proposed by the Superintendent of Survey and concurred in by 
the Collector for the remaining period of the guarantees already in force 
for the villages of this tiUuka previously settled, namely, 24 years, or to the 
end of 1903-4. 

6. The case of the two alienated village of Shevnai aud Dhagur remains 
to be considered. In the former the maximum rates proposed are those of the 
adjacent Government villages, viz., Rs, 1-12-0 on dry crop, Rs. 8 on garden land 
irrigated from channel, and Rs. 3-8-0 for land irrigated from well. The average 
rate per acre would then be Re. 0-13-6, or about 23 per cent, about the average 
previous realizations. It is remarked, however, in this case as in others, that the 
accounts of alienated villages cannot be held to afford a trustworthy statement of 
the collections of former years, but from the data before them, Government judge 
the rates proposed to be fair and reasonable. In Dhagur, which is a dangi 
village, the same rates are proposed as those in the surrounding Government 
villages, to which the previous portion of this Resolution refers. The average 
incidence will be Rs. 2-7-3 in the case of rice, Rs. 2-14-5 in that of pdtasthal, 
Re. 0-13-8 on kali or superior dry crop, and Re. 0-6-2 on mal. The increase 
of revenue from the application of these rates will be about 33 per cent, accord¬ 
ing to the statements of accounts on which, as observed above, entire reliance 
cannot be placed. This increase, approximating as it does to that approved for 
the adjacent villages, is not excessive, and the Honourable the Governor in Coun¬ 
cil is pleased to accord his sanction to the introduction of the above rates, the 
duration of the guarantee being the same as in the case of the Government 
villages. 


JOHN NUGENT, 

Acting Secretary to Government. 


The Commissioner, 0. D., 

The Survey and Settlment Commissioner, N. D., 

The Collector of Nksik, 

The Public Works Department of the Secretariat, Irrigation (with the 
papers) 



